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Dear Eden Families, 
 
One of the many things I truly appreciate about being an educator is 
that each school year has a distinct end and a new beginning.  The 
ending, of course, was seen throughout the district in the many 
celebrations that accompany the end of the school year.  Our students’ 
were able to celebrate their successes in a variety of ways at all grade 
levels.  It was an absolute joy watching our students interact with their 
peers and truly have fun on campus. 
 
For our senior students, the graduation celebration recognized the 
completion of their studies at Eden CSD.  On June 24th, our graduating 
seniors were able to enjoy Eden’s traditional commencement ceremony 
in the HS/MS auditorium surrounded by family and friends.  This year’s 
celebration was a bit more special, as it was the first time in far too 
long that our community was able to come together in a large 
gathering space.  Our student speakers were spot on and really 
demonstrated how special a place Eden is for all who learn and work 
here. 
 
Today, July 1, marks the beginning of a new school year.  While we 
know much more than we did a year ago, there certainly are some 
unanswered questions about what school will look like when students 
return in September.  As of this writing, no new guidance has been 
provided to school districts.  Our teams will continue to plan for 
students returning to school in a much more normal scenario than this 
past school year allowed for.  We will continue to prepare contingency 
plans just as we did this past year.  Our priority is to return all 
students to school five days a week in a safe and efficient manner.  We 
know, unequivocally, that in person instruction is critical for our 
students' learning needs. 
 
Today also marks the one year anniversary of when I joined this 
wonderful school district.  I truly appreciate the warm welcome and 
patience our community members have afforded me.  I certainly 
learned more about things I never knew I needed to know this past 
year than I ever imagined!  It was not always easy but it certainly was 
a pleasure learning and growing together.  I look forward to the 
coming school year with a sincere hope for normalcy but with the 
knowledge in my pocket that this community can and will tackle the 
most difficult circumstances--together! 
 
Enjoy the summer months and be well, 
 

Jeff 
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This year, we wish a very Happy Retirement to ten faculty and staff members.   
Ed Myers is retiring  July 1, 2021 after 30 years of teaching Physics.  Commenting 

on his reflection of the past 30 years, Mr. Myers said it was a privilege to teach the 
great students of Eden.  His plans for the future include travel and spending more time 
with family.   

Denise Uhlman is retiring on July 1, 2021 after 25 years of teaching Music.  She 
started in a one-year position in 1980 teaching Chorus and Orchestra at Eden High 
School.  She then taught in Williamsville until she took time off to raise her children.  
She was re-hired in Eden in 1997 to teach strings/orchestra part-time.  

Throughout her career, Mrs. Uhlman has been recognized for playing violin in the 
Orchard Park Symphony for 40 years.  In 2013, she represented Eden in Zambia, 
Africa and taught strings there.  Eden students donated their recorders to students at 
the music academy in Zambia and Choma, Africa.  They also donated kazoos from 
Eden.  The Africans loved the kazoos, especially the adult men leaders.   

Mrs. Uhlman’s fondest memories are of over 125 concerts and sharing the love of 
music with wonderful students, families and the community, the themed concerts, 
taking many students to ECMEA competitions, a student she recommended to attend a 
Christian music camp who is now studying to become a minister, taking students and 
families to music events at UB, Sheas, Art Park, having Doug Allen (Sabres anthem 
vocalist) singing with the Eden 5th grade orchestra at a concert, the extra hall 
concerts on holidays, performing with students at senior homes and other events, and 
teaching how music ties into all academic areas.    

Mrs. Uhlman’s plans for the future include continuing to use the gifts God has 
entrusted her with to spread the love of music and to serve others.  Her 91 year old 
friend wants to make a CD together and travel to Florida to do concerts.  She will help 
out at the Odosagih Bible Conference and Retreat Center.  She may continue to give 
private lessons, and would like to see more of her mother, who lives five hours away.  
Traveling and cleaning the basement are also on the list.   

Mrs. Uhlman feels blessed that God has led her to Eden.  She is extremely grateful 
and is looking forward to what the next years have in store.   

Mrs. Buziak is retiring after 31 years at Eden Central School District.  She was hired 
in March 1990 as an Account Clerk in the Business Office.  Mrs. Buziak also worked as 
a Secretary at GLP, Eden Elementary and the Special Education offices, before 
becoming a Special Education Teacher Aide in 1994.  

Mrs. Buziak was a three—time recipient of the Eden Teachers’ Association 
President’s Award for Dedication and Commitment to Excellence. She has deep 
satisfaction in knowing she has contributed to Eden’s educational process for over 30 
years.  Many students have touched her life over the years.  It meant so much to her 
to see students’ struggles turn into successes.  It has been a rewarding career.  

Mrs. Buziak plans to spend more time with her family and friends, rediscover 
hobbies and interests she hasn’t had time for, relax and travel.  She added that she 
has been involved in education in Eden for 45 years as a former student, parent and 
employee!  (Continued on page 3) 

 

Retirements 2021 
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Retirements (Continued from page 2) 
 

Mrs. Karstedt, Director of Technology will retire July 19, 2021 after 23 years at 
Eden.  She is excited about her impending retirement and is proud to have been a 
part of the Eden School District.  Mrs. Karstedt began as a substitute teacher in 
1998.  In 2000, she became a Teacher on Special Assignment and then a 
Coordinator of Technology and finally the Director of Information Technology in 
2005.  Eden has made great strides in technology from a few office computers to 
the infrastructure to support full one-to-one technology in Pre-K through 12.   

She expressed her gratitude to the Board of Education, the community, support 
staff, teachers, her tech support team and her administrative colleagues for their 
unwavering support.   

Milestones in her career include 2000, 2005 and 2018 capital projects, which 
encompassed many technology upgrades, the 2016 start of the 1:1 student devices 
four-year roll out, and SMART schools investment projects.  Mrs. Karstedt had many 
diverse duties throughout her career.  She was a Kenny Award recipient for Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat.  

Mrs. Karstedt’s fondest memories  are of her time coaching Varsity Cheerleading 
and of being part of the musical team.    
She plans to continue her work with 
Shea’s Kenny Award program as an 
adjudicator.  She is looking forward to 
traveling and spending time with her 
family.  Mrs. Karstedt added that she has 
truly enjoyed working at Eden and will 
miss her co-workers and the district.   

Mrs. Pace, Middle School Social Studies 
Teacher will retire on July 1, 2021 after 
26 years of service. 

Mrs. Herr retired on March 30, 2021 
after 17 years as a Clerk Typist in the 
Guidance Office.  Mrs. Chapman retired 
on March 10, 2021 after 19 years as a 
Cafeteria Monitor at the High School.  
Mrs. Klein retired on May 26, 2021.  She 
served as a Clerk Typist in many areas of 
the District for 36 years.  Mrs. Best is 
retiring June 30, 2021 from her position 
as a Bus Driver, which she held for 22 
years.  Mr. Best is also retiring from his 
position as a Bus Driver on June 30, 2021 
after 16 years.   

Congratulations and best wishes to all 
District retirees for a long, happy and 
healthy retirement! 

Eden Elementary School 
Students in the Spotlight:  
By Lisa Postle 
 

May 
Grade 3:  Luke Dibble, Tori DePan, 

Gianna Fusco, Marah Fodor, Mark 
Uliaszek, Ethan Griffin. 

Grade 4:  Shane Mossop, Savannah 
Doctor, Quinton Weber, Alison Thiel, 
William Liebhaber. 

Grade 5: Savannah Phillips, Karlie 
Vinovrski, Tighe Burgess, Leah Meslinsky. 

June 
Grade 3 
Ryder Lindstrom, Maddox Martin, 

Brayden McRary, Kekoa Kogler, Aria 
Paternostro. 

Grade 4 
Zander Lee, Evelyn Zangerle, Jamie 

Green, JJ Hartman, Edward Carias, 
Autumn Coventry. 

Grade 5 
Paige Thompson, Mason Pastwik, 

Karlie Vinovrski, Matthew Cole. 
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Mrs. DeGroat’s 6th grade classes are ending the school year with a bang.  They are 
busy creating rockets, which they will be launching.  

Library fun and interaction with Ms. Zoll!! Students from Mrs. Radder’s 6th grade 
class are creating a marble run for the book, Number the Stars. 

  Mrs. Braun’s 7th grade art class was busy at work painting their paper mache masks. 
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MAKE SUMMER SWEETER by Ms. V. Zoll, MS-HS Librarian 

Get your pick of summer reading books and enjoy every bite of summer! 

 

It's important for El Toro to stay in shape and keep training! 

 

Wrestling star El Toro teams up with his fighting partner, La Oink Oink. 

 

Thea  is dealing with the tragic loss of her best friend, and the dog that helps her 

forge new friendships and find happiness once again. 

 

Puzzlooies! is a unique new series that mixes funny 

stories with tons of puzzles that must be solved to 

move the adventure forward.  

 

Rendered a ghost after a bicycle accident, young Finn 

teams up with a fellow spirit to commit invisible pranks on 

the living, before discovering that they cannot move on to the afterlife. 

 

Two sisters gain new appreciation for magical abilities and ordinary wits—but only 

after they utilize both in an unexpected heroic quest. 

 

When one of Pax's kits falls ill, he turns to the one human he knows he 

can trust. 

 

Peyton, who is having the worst summer ever after moving away from 

her best friend, finds a box buried in her backyard. 

 

When Turtle's mother gets a job housekeeping for a lady who doesn't like 

kids, Turtle heads off to Florida to live with relatives. 

 

An astronaut who completed spacewalks on two Hubble missions tells his inspiring story. 

 

A terrifying journey into the Cold War and our mutual assured destruction. 

 

When raiders sent by a man known as the General attack her village, Delta 

suspects he is searching for her. 

 

 

Senior week isn’t all fun and games if you’re in danger of not 

graduating at all. 
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Eden PTA treats Eden Employees to 

Each year, the PTA provides a home-

made lunch to all Eden employees as a 

thank you.  

This year, the PTA arranged for the 

Coyote Café food truck to visit each of the 

school buildings to provide lunch.   

The entire Eden School family would like 

to say thank you to the PTA for arranging 

the lunch and for the Dilly Bars from Eden 

Dairy Queen for dessert.   

 

   
On Wednesday evening, June 2nd, the JV and Varsity Lacrosse teams combined 

to play against Tonawanda, winning 18-0!   It was an exciting opportunity for the JV 
lax boys to get some playing time in the second half of the Varsity game!! It was an 
outstanding example of true teamwork. These players truly represent the Heart of a 
Raider, Heart of a Champion!  Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse went on to win the Class D 
Semi Finals on June 22nd against Akron in a hard-fought 18-16 victory.  They ended 
the season as Runner-up in the Section 6, Class D Championship.   

Girls’ softball and Girls’ Lacrosse both won their divisions.  Girls’ softball won the 
Section 6, Class B2 Championship and Girls’ Lacrosse ended as Runner-up in the 
Section 6, Class D Championship.  Congratulations to all for a great season! 

The Eden Middle School Student Council held a FUNDrive in 
conjunction with the Eden All Sports Booster Club on Friday, May 
7, 2021.   

Families from Eden donated clothing, accessories and home 
goods to benefit the Eden Middle School Student Council.   

Thank you to all for supporting this event.  We collected 
$171.29 and upcycled many unwanted items to be sold at Savers. 

Pictured is Mrs. Doctor helping to load a truck with donations. 

Eden Middle School Student Council News 



Beloved former teacher, Alice 
Skuse donated over 400 books to 
the GLP students!  Each student had 
fun picking out a book to keep and 
read over the summer!  Thank you 
Mrs. Skuse for your generous 
donation!  
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CONGRATS:  

 
Congratulations to Caleb Gould for winning the 2021 

Kenny Award for Outstanding Leading Actor in a 
Musical.  50 WNY schools and nearly 200 entries were 
represented in this year's competition.   

This is a huge honor for Caleb, which also comes 
with a $2000.00 scholarship and the great distinction of 
representing Shea's Performing Arts Center and the 
entire WNY region at the National High School Musical 
Theatre Awards (also called "The Jimmy Awards") in 
June. 

 Caleb wasn't chosen based on his Something Rotten 
performance.  He submitted videos to the Kenny’s with 
a solo, a monologue and a dance audition for this honor. 



Eden’s Top Three Seniors 
Honored by Erie Niagara 
School Superintendents’ 
Association 

Eden Central School District 
8289 N. Main St. 
Eden, NY  14057 
Phone: 716-992-3630 
Fax: 716-992-3656 

Eden Central School —  Embrace, educate, empower 

MISSION: 

In collaboration with the community, the Eden Central 
School District pursues our tradition of excellence in 
personal and academic achievement. We provide a 
positive and respectful learning environment that places 
students at the heart of all activities. Students are 
afforded the tools and opportunity to realize their 
potential within our global society, while cultivating the 
understanding necessary to fully appreciate their journey.
         

VISION: 

ECSD is a collaborative 
learning community that 
embraces the individuality 
of each student, educating 
and empowering them to 
become productive citizens 
in an ever-changing and 
diverse society. 

EDEN CENTRAL SCHOOL  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
 

Mr. Donald Sutfin, President  2022 
Mrs. Jennifer Horschel, VP  2024 
Miss Cheryl Carpenter   2023 
Mr. Jack Cuddihy    2024 
Mrs. Marlene Grunder   2022 
Mrs. Ellen Kindley   2023 
Mr. Allan Silver    2022 

 
Mr. Jeffrey A. Sortisio 

Superintendent,  
Barbara Thomasulo & Cathy Dobson,  

Co-Editors 
June—July 2021 

Eden Central School 
8289 N. Main Street 

Eden, New York  14057 

Noah Brosnick, Casey Wach and 
Emma Cooper were honored by the 
Erie-Niagara School Superintendents’ 
Association as Eden’s top three 
seniors for 2020-2021.   

At the annual dinner, each 
student receives a beautiful crystal 
bison and a certificate congratulating 
them on their academic success.  
Dinner is followed by a guest 
speaker.   

Congratulations to this year’s 
recipients! 

Congratulations to 9th grader, 
Aniyah Ellsworth on her first place win 
in the 2021 Digies.  

This is the first time Eden has 
entered this contest and we are very 
proud of Aniyah's digital mosaic and all 
the work she did this year!  

Aniyah was 100 percent full remote 
and did a fantastic job each and every 
day in Studio.  


